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Sanction Guidelines for Alcohol & Controlled Substances Violations at UC San Diego 

TYPE OF VIOLATION TYPICAL SANCTIONS OTHER SANCTIONS 

LEVEL A - ALCOHOL 

 UNDER 21 – possession or consumption of

alcohol in residential facility or public area;

other violations of Undergraduate or Graduate

& Family Housing Residential Life Alcohol

Rules (e.g. in the presence of alcohol)

 OVER 21 – possession or consumption of

alcohol in public; other alcohol-related

violations of respective Residential Rules (e.g.

gatherings, Mesa Nueva pub)

LEVEL A - CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

 Possession/use of paraphernalia (bongs,

pipes, vaporizer, etc.)

 Possession/use of cannabis (smoky haze,

small amount less than one ounce or

remnants)

 In the presence of cannabis or controlled

substances

 Formal Warning and Alcohol Self-

Assessment Questionnaire

 Formal Warning + reflection

paper (2-3 pages)

 Creative/other sanctions

 Educational sanctions

(e.g. community service,

reflection paper)

 Notice of Informal

Warning

LEVEL B - ALCOHOL 

 Large gatherings with alcohol and underage

person(s)

 Furnishing alcohol to an underage person

 Inability to care for self/harm to self

(detox/alcohol transports)

 Alcohol delivery (undergraduate only)

 Repeat (second) Level A violations

LEVEL B - CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

 Possession of multiple/advanced

paraphernalia (bongs, pipes, shredders,

scale)

 Possession of large amount of cannabis

(more than one oz.)

 Repeat (second) Level A violations

 Probation (minimum one quarter)

and BASICS program

 Probation (minimum one quarter)

and CASICS Program

 Community service (10 or

more hours) + reflection

paper (2-3 pages)

 Creative/other sanctions

 Detox Restitution ($100

normal; $75 Sun God)

 Formal Warning

(dependent on

circumstances)

 Follow-up meetings with

designated staff

member(s)

 Practical Decision Making

Assessment and

Reflection
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TYPE OF VIOLATION TYPICAL SANCTIONS OTHER SANCTIONS

LEVEL C - ALCOHOL 

 Repeated or aggravated Level A

or B violations

 Possession of large quantities of

alcohol + other policy violation(s)

 Bulk alcohol (kegs, punch bowls,

powdered alcohol, 750mL+)

LEVEL C - CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

 Under the influence and not in

possession of illegal, non-

cannabis substance (cocaine,

mushrooms, ecstasy,

methamphetamine, etc.)

 Abuse and misuse of

prescription drugs and over the

counter drugs

 Probation (minimum one year), BASICS or

Alcoholics Anonymous and Practical

Decision Making Assessment and

Reflection

 Probation (minimum one year), CASICS or

Narcotics Anonymous and Practical

Decision Making Assessment and

Reflection

 Community Service (20+

hours) + reflection paper (2-3

pages)

 Creative/other sanctions

 Exclusion from campus areas

or activities

 Follow-up meetings with

designated staff member(s)

 Restitution (detox restitution

or property damage)

 Suspension /dismissal  from

the University of California

(egregious violations/multiple

serious violations) + probation

for tenure

LEVEL D - ALCOHOL 

 Repeated or aggravated Level C

violations

LEVEL D - CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

 Possession of controlled

substances (e.g. cocaine,

mushrooms, acid, ecstasy,

methamphetamine, heroin, etc.)

 Repeated or aggravated Level B

or C violations

 Suspension (minimum one quarter), 
probation for tenure, educational 

programs (out-patient program, Alcoholics 
Anonymous), and notation on transcript 

during period of suspension

 Dismissal from the University

(egregious violations/multiple

serious violations)

 Exclusion from University

 Follow-up meetings with

designated staff member(s)

 Practical Decision Making

Assessment and Reflection

 Probation (minimum tenure)

(if significant mitigating

factors)

 Restitution (if applicable)

LEVEL E - CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

 Distribution/sale/manufacture of

controlled substances or

prescription drugs

 Dismissal from the University, exclusion

from the University, and 50 year transcript

notation

 Educational sanctions

 Other sanctions

 Suspension (w/ significant

mitigating factors) + probation

for tenure + transcript

notation


